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Introduction 



All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. Verily, 
good recompense will be for the righteous, Allah-fearing people, 
and no enmity should be declared except against the oppressors. 
May Allah's peace and blessings be upon His Prophet, whom He 
sent as a mercy for all creatures, his household, his wives, 
Mothers of the Believers, his true-hearted Companions, and all 
those who call to his mission until the Day of Judgment. 

Islam greatly honors woman and elevates her status whether 
she is a daughter, a sister, a wife, or a mother. In the glittering 
Islamic history, many righteous Muslim women played an 
outstanding roles in the life of the Ummah (the Muslim Nation). 
No doubt, the Prophet's wives. Mothers of the Believers, 
preceded others in this regard. Allah, Most High, called them 
Mothers of the Believers, as a token of what every Muslim 
should pay them of reverence, respect, and estimation. Allah, 
Most High, says, 

^ The Prophet is closer to the believers than their own 
selves, and his wives are their mothers... 

(Al-Ahzab: 6) 

Amongst women, the Prophet’s wives are the most elite and 
eligible. No wonder, they lived with the Prophet (pbuh) and 
were brought up on following the Divine revelation. By the 







same token, the best thing one can present to today Muslim 
women is the biography of Mothers of the Believers in order to 
discipline themselves under its shade, and derive provisions for 
their souls therefrom. This purified biography enlightens the 
hearts with faith, and connects them together by righteousness 
and unswerving belief. It makes a link between today Muslim 
women and the Prophet's wives who were honored by his 
company in his dwelling, traveling, and battles. 

Both Muslim men and women are commanded by Allah, 
Most High, to follow in the footsteps of the Prophet (pbuh) in 
the following Qur'anic verse, 

4 Y° u have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful 
pattern (of conduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and 
the Final Day, and who engages much in the praise of 
Allah. ^ 

(Al-Ahzab: 21) 

Unlike other women, according the Glorious Qur'an, the 
Prophet's wives were commanded to understand the Glorious 
Qur'an, and perceive the Sunnah. Allah, Most High, says, 

4 And recite what is rehearsed to you in your homes, of the 
Signs of Allah and His Wisdom... p 

(Al-Ahzab: 34) 

Accordingly, they became good examples that Muslim 
women should follow. 

Teaching the biography of Mothers of the Believers seems to 
be an imperative matter, the issue becomes more imperative 
with learning this biography. A thorough reading of the 




biography of the Prophet’s wives is one of the most useful means 
of education and purification of the soul. 

It was one of Allah's excellent favors upon the believers that 
the Prophet (pbuh) married such number of women, since 
feminine affairs are too much to be received and then delivered 
by one woman. Also, if that had not been the case, a lot of the 
Prophet's hadiths would not have been known. 

However, we should keep in mind the fact that the Prophet 
(pbuh) contracted his marriages for sociopolitical, legislative, 
and other reasons, that Allah, Most High, determined. Many 
times Divine revelation came down to rectify their stances on 
particular issues so that they would set an ideal example to be 
followed by Muslim women in all aspects of life. 

Today, the Muslim woman is in dire need of regaining her 
real status by adhering to the Islamic instructions and following 
in the footsteps of the Prophet's wives. 

By this book, I aim at presenting a simple and simplified 
biography of the Prophet's wives. It, by Allah's Grace, sheds 
light on their lives and virtues and extract lessons and 
admonitions therefrom. 

I have excluded relevant lengthy and long-winded sayings 
and narrations from the book in order to render it palatable. 
Also, I have dealt only with the Prophet's wives who are called 
Mothers of the Believers, and kept silent regarding those whom 
the Prophet (pbuh) married but marriage was not consummated 
and those who offered themselves to him. 

I hope that Allah, Most High, would grant me success in 
extracting lessons and admonitions from the stories of the 




Prophet's wives. Success, in fact, is purely Allah's favor and 
grace, while mistake is mine. 

Finally, I ask Allah to benefit all Muslims, men and women, 
by this work and render it dedicated only to His sake. 



M Mus' ad 

An Azharite Scholar 




U mm Al-Mu’minin 



Khadijah 
Bint Khuwaylid 

(May Allah Be Pleased With Her) 



Name and Lineage 

Khadijah (may Allah be pleased with her) descended from 
honorable parents who belonged to the tribe of Quraysh. She 
was brought up on good morals and distinguished with 
strictness, reason, and decency to the extent that the people of 
her tribe, prior to the advent of Islam, called her at-Tahirah (the 
chaste woman). 

Her father was Khuwaylid ibn Asad ibn 'Abd al-'Uzza. The 
latter was a brother of 'Abd Manaf, one of the Prophet's 
grandfathers, the sons of Qusay ibn Kilab. Accordingly, her 
lineage meets that of the Prophet (peace be upon him) in the 
fourth grandfather. Her father enjoyed leadership, honor, and 
high rank amongst his people, so they paid him obedience and 
respect. 





Her cousin, Waraqah ibn Nawfal, was a knowledgeable man, 
who had knowledge of the Tawrah and the Injil (the Torah and 
the Gospels). He had great influence on the life of Khadijah 
(may Allah be pleased with her). 

Her mother was Fatimah bint Za’idah ibn al-Asam ibn ' Amir 
ibn Lu'ayy. In the pre-Islamic era, her grandfather was a hero. 
Fatimah's mother was Halah bint 'Abd Manaf ibn al-Harith. 

Both her father and mother descended from honorable 
families; Khadijah enjoyed an honorable descent, a pure soul, 
and good character. 

When she was fifteen years old, Abu Halah Hind ibn Zararah 
at-Taymiyy proposed to her and already married her. She gave 
birth to Hind and Halah. Hind was brought up in the Prophet's 
house, and was a brother of Fatimah from the maternal side. He 
lived until the advent of Islam. After the death of Abu Halah, 
she got married to 'Atiq ibn 'Abid al-Makhzumiyy, and she 
gave him birth to a girl called Hind, who embraced Islam. 

Her Engagement in Trade 

After the death of her second husband, ' Atiq, she inherited a 
huge property. Influenced by her people, Khadijah (may Allah 
be pleased with her) engaged herself in trade. Allah, Most High, 
blessed her wealth and so it increased. She supervised and 
administered her trade herself to the extent that she became 
well-reputed for her good morals. However, she never practiced 
trade herself; rather she used to hire men to run her trade in 
return for some money. 




Being informed of the Prophet Muhammad's truthfulness, 
trustworthiness, and good morals, she offered him to run her 
trade in Syria accompanied by her slave-boy, Maysarah, and 
promised to pay him more than what she used to pay others. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) agreed and traveled to 
Syria with her slave-boy. The Prophet (peace be upon him) had 
a good experience in trade by virtue of his uncle who trained 
him in the arts of commerce and traveled with him to Syria. 
Therefore, the Prophet (peace be upon him) had had former 
acquaintance with the traders of Syria. Accordingly, the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) gathered all factors of success in trade: 
experience, skill, truthfulness, and trustworthiness. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) came back to Makkah with 
a profit that Khadijah had never achieved before. 
Trustworthiness and truthfulness of the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) were the reasons that Khadijah chose him to run her trade, 
and this choice proved success. 

On his return, Maysarah spoke to his lady, Khadijah, about 
the good character of Muhammad (peace be upon him) and what 
he had seen of marvelous scenes during their journey to Syria. 
He told her that in their journey Muhammad dismounted to sit 
under the shade of a tree adjacent to a cell of a Rabbi who saw 
him and asked about his affair. On knowing that he is one of the 
nobles of Quraysh, the Rabbi thought good of him and noticed 
the tokens of prophethood that he had. Then, the Rabbi 
disclosed, "This man is one of the Prophets." 

Furthermore, Maysarah told his lady, Khadijah, that during 
their journey there was a cloud moved with Muhammad’s 
movement so that it would protect him from the blaze of the sun 
in the noontime. 




Khadijah got pleased with what her slave-boy had said. 
When the Prophet (peace be upon him) came to her to inform 
her of what he had profited, which was as double as what she 
used to profit before, she became glad and paid him double of 
what she had offered him. 

The Blessed Marriage 

Khadijah (may Allah be pleased with her) kept reflecting on 
what she had heard of her salve about Muhammad. She went to 
the Ka "bah and circumambulated it. She, then, sat for a while 
thinking of that issue. On coming back to her home, Khadijah 
retired to her bed. She saw a wonderful vision. She saw that the 
sun descended down upon her house and filled the house with 
light. The light spread from the house until it filled the whole 
earth. She waked up wondering, "The sun descends down upon 
my house and its light spreads all over the world from here; 
what does this mean!" 

After sunrise, Khadijah went to her cousin, Waraqah ibn 
Nawfal, to ask him about the interpretation of her vision. Having 
known her vision, Waraqah said, "O cousin! Be delighted at the 
anticipated good affair. If Allah renders your vision true, the 
light of prophethood will enter your house." 

Khadijah remained looking forward for the fulfillment of her 
good vision. One day, Khadijah went to the Holy Site to 
participate in a festival where women used to gather there. 
Having circumambulated the Kabah , Khadijah sat amongst the 
women to engage in a conversation. Meanwhile, a man said, "O 
women of Quraysh! A Prophet is about to rise amongst you. 
Whoever could marry him, should do so." On their part, the 




